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WHY CONTROL AQUATIC WEEDS? 

Aquatic weed infestations adversely affect fish, wildlife, hunting, fishing, boating, recreation, irrigation 
and drainage.  Weeds provide a breeding ground for mosquitoes and give water an unpleasant taste, 
odor and color. 
Heavy infestations may render an area unsuitable for fish by exhausting dissolved oxygen in the water, 
by blocking sunlight essential to basic food production, by restricting the movement of fish or by 
rendering shallow water unsuitable for spawning.  Excessive weed growth interferes with the recreational 
use of lakes and ponds.  Access to and use of lakes and ponds for hunting and fishing is reduced. 
Boating, swimming, skiing and other water oriented activities are hampered, reducing the recreational 
value of your property and your water resource.  Heavy infestations may restrict water flow in irrigation 
canals or drainage ditches. 
Improving water quality by controlling aquatic weeds will restore balance to a body of water, increase 
your enjoyment and help increase your property value. 
 

WHAT CAUSES WEED GROWTH? 
The primary factors that influence the growth of aquatic weeds are water depth, bottom type, nutrient 
level and water clarity.  These factors vary from one body of water to the next and are influenced by the 
surrounding watershed. 
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As lakes and ponds age they fill with sediment rich in nutrients such as nitrogen, phosphorus and 
potassium.  Waters become shallower and more fertile, favoring weed growth. 
Weather influences weed growth.  Runoff from heavy rain carries nutrients into the water.  Drought may 
lower water levels creating shallow areas suitable for heavy weed growth. 
Sunlight contributes to heavy weed growth, particularly in shallow, clear waters. 
Human activities contribute to weed growth.  Clearing of land for development and farming causes soil 
erosion leading to increased sedimentation.  Discharges from sewage treatment plants, livestock feedlots 
and leaky septic systems provide additional sources of nutrients.  Hard surfaces, such as roads, promote 
runoff rather than absorption and natural filtration. 
 

Yes, you CAN control aquatic weeds! 
There are several methods of aquatic weed control that you can use. Briefly these are: 
Mechanical Cutting offers immediate short term control.  Extended control can only be achieved by 
cutting on a continual basis.  Cut weeds must be removed to prevent fragments from reestablishing or 
spreading to other areas.  High cost and limited mobility in shallow waters prevent the use of large 
mechanical harvesters by individuals.  Small hand operated equipment is available. 
Biological Control uses weed eating fish, animals and insects or the introduction of plant diseases.  This 
method can be slow to produce results and often is not as effective or consistent as other methods (still 
experimental). 
Water Draw Down especially during winter months is effective on submersed weeds.  Drying out or 
freezing will destroy the exposed weeds.  Care must be used to prevent destruction of fish and wildlife 
habitat.  Loss of recreational use may occur.  Marginal weeds may infest new areas and become a greater 
problem than the original aquatic weed infestation. 
Chemical Control is currently the most commonly used, most effective and most economical method of 
controlling aquatic weed infestations.  Aquatic herbicides produce faster, longer lasting results than 
other methods.  Aquatic herbicides can be used in localized areas reducing the impact to non-target 
sites.  The choice of aquatic herbicide depends on the weed(s) to be controlled.  Best results are 
obtained by first identifying your weed(s) and then selecting the product(s) to use. 
 

(Information provided with permission from Aquacide Company  
1627 9th Street / P.O. Box 10748 / White Bear Lake,  MN  55110-0748) 

 

WEED IDENTIFICATION 
If you need assistance identifying your weed(s), consider these options: 

A. Contact your local Agricultural Commissioner or Nevada County Farm Advisor 
B. Contact a local College or University 
C. Talk to your neighbors 
D. Send a sample to a weed, algae, pest control company such as Aquacide Company, or to 

a local farm supply company for identification.  To do this, pull a sample of each weed.  
Rinse with clear water and shake out.  Be sure to include leaf and stem.  Place in a 
plastic bag.  

E. E-mail a close-up photograph of your weed to Weeds@KillLakeWeeds.com. 
 

1) CLASSIFY THE WEED: 
See drawing below. 
 
Emersed:  Growing in shallow water with leaves or stems above the water. 
Submersed:  Growing in deeper water entirely below the surface. 
Floating:  Growing unattached or rooted with floating leaves. 
Algae:  Cellular, lower weed form.  No distinguishable stem or leaf.  Moss or scum. 
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2) DETERMINE SPECIFIC WEED(S): 
The following pages picture common aquatic weeds found throughout the country.  Place your 
weed in a clear glass jar with water and compare it to the pictures.  Pay careful attention to the 
leaves. 
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