
Rhino Hand Tool  

 

Overview/Characteris cs: 

1. Rhino Tool Design: 

The Rhino is a versa le and robust hand tool specifically designed for prescribed fire management. It 
features a hoe on one side, offering efficient digging and cu ng capabili es, making it an essen al tool 
for various tasks in vegeta on management. 

2. Length and Weight: 

- Length: Typically between 40 to 48 inches. 

- Weight: Moderate weight, ranging from 4 to 6 pounds, for balance and ease of use. 

3. Single-Purpose Hoe Func onality: 

- Hoe Side: Designed for digging, cu ng roots, and crea ng firebreaks. 

- The absence of an axe side streamlines the tool for dedicated hoe func ons. 

4. Handle Material: 

- Ergonomic handle design for comfortable and efficient use. 

- Handles may be constructed from durable materials such as ash, hickory, or fiberglass. 

5. Blade Material: 

- High-quality steel construc on for the hoe blade. 

- The blade is designed for durability, sharpness, and efficient cu ng. 

Common Uses: 

1. Firebreak Construc on: 

- Digging firebreaks and crea ng trenches for fire control. 

- Clearing roots and vegeta on using the hoe side. 

2. Vegeta on Management: 

- Grubbing and chopping to clear dense underbrush. 



- Cu ng through thick vegeta on for fuel reduc on. 

3. Trail Construc on and Maintenance: 

- Clearing and shaping trails efficiently with the dedicated hoe side. 

- Removing obstacles and vegeta on for trail improvement. 

4. Tree Felling: 

- Clearing vegeta on around larger trees for fire preven on. 

- The hoe side can be used for cu ng through roots and small woody growth. 

5. Landscaping and Restora on: 

- Clearing and shaping soil for landscaping projects. 

- Ideal for ecological restora on efforts in natural habitats. 

Maintenance Tips: 

1. Blade Sharpness: 

- Regularly inspect and sharpen the hoe blade. 

- Use a sharpening file or stone to maintain a sharp cu ng edge. 

2. Handle Inspec on: 

- Check for any cracks, splinters, or damage on the handle. 

- Sand and smooth any rough areas to prevent discomfort. 

3. Cleaning: 

- Remove dirt, sap, and debris a er each use. 

- Wipe down the tool with a damp cloth to prevent rust. 

4. Lubrica on: 

- Apply a light coat of oil to metal parts to prevent corrosion. 

- Ensure pivot points for the hoe are well-lubricated. 

5. Storage: 

- Store the Rhino in a dry, cool place to prevent rust and deteriora on. 

- Hang the tool or store it off the ground to maintain blade and handle integrity. 

 

Note: Always follow safety guidelines and receive proper training before using any prescribed fire tools. 
Proper care and maintenance are crucial for the longevity and effec veness of the Rhino tool. 


