Rake Hand Tool

Overview/Characteristics:
1. Rake Tool Design:

The Rake is a specialized hand tool designed for effective vegetation management in prescribed fires. Its
design typically includes a long handle with multiple sturdy tines, providing versatility in clearing, raking,
and creating firebreaks.

2. Length and Weight:

- Length: Ranges from 48 to 60 inches for extended reach.

- Weight: Lightweight, typically between 3 to 5 pounds for ease of use.

3. Tine Configuration:

- Multiple, sturdy metal tines designed for efficient raking and debris clearing.
- Tines spaced to allow for effective movement through vegetation.

4. Handle Material:

- Ergonomically designed handle for a comfortable grip during extended use.
- Handles may be constructed from durable materials such as hardwood or fiberglass.
5. Durability:

- Designed for durability in outdoor conditions.

- Resistant to wear and tear during regular use.

Common Uses:

1. Firebreak Construction:

- Clearing and creating firebreaks by removing vegetation and debris.

- Raking and leveling the ground to establish effective fire lines.

2. Fuel Reduction:



- Removing dry leaves, pine needles, and other flammable materials.
- Creating defensible spaces around structures to reduce fire risk.

3. Trail Maintenance:

- Clearing trails of fallen leaves, branches, and debris.

- Raking to maintain well-defined and accessible pathways.

4. Garden and Landscape Maintenance:

- Clearing garden beds of leaves and plant debris.

- Raking and leveling soil in landscaping projects.

Maintenance Tips:

1. Tine Inspection:

- Regularly inspect tines for signs of bending, breakage, or wear.

- Straighten bent tines and replace any damaged ones promptly.

2. Handle Maintenance:

- Check for any cracks, splinters, or damage on the handle.

- Sand and smooth any rough areas to prevent discomfort.

3. Cleaning:

- Remove dirt, debris, and sap after each use.

- Use a brush or hose to clean tines thoroughly.

4. Lubrication:

- Apply a light coat of oil to metal parts to prevent corrosion.

- Ensure the connection between the handle and the rake head is secure.
5. Storage:

- Store the Rake in a dry, cool place to prevent rust and deterioration.

- Hang the tool or store it off the ground to maintain tine and handle integrity.

Note: Always follow safety guidelines and receive proper training before using any prescribed fire tools.
Proper care and maintenance are crucial for the longevity and effectiveness of the Rake tool.



